Book reviews
Arterial Surgery Proceedings of a Conference at Law Hospital, Carluke, Scotland, January 1963 edited by W A Mackey, J A Macfarlane and M S Christian pp ix+ 170 illustrated 50s Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1964 This is a book for the specialist in arterial disease of one type or another. The postgraduate student will not find crystallized or clearcut didactic instructions to help him in his training or his examinations, nor will the occasional vascular surgeon find it a practical guide. Much of it makes excellent reading for those interested in chronic arterial disease. The papers were contributed to the conference by fourteen Scottish experts and two from English universities. They cover diverse aspects such as renal arterial stenosis (Peart), coronary endarterectomy (Allison) and mesenteric arterial obstruction (Lyall) as well as the commoner and more pedestrian obstructions of vessels supplying the limbs. Each paper is followed by a record of the discussion which followed it. Much of this must have lost something in the transcription and might have benefited from greater editing. However, there are jewels of criticism amongst the dross.
This account of the conference is a record which is of value to a limited group of readers but nevertheless most worth while as an aid to further progress in this field. While occasional lip service is paid to British workers, the basic principles they have elucidated are completely ignored. To mention a few, Hankey receives only passing reference; Ballard's work on adaptive postures appears to have escaped Thompson's notice, invalidating many of his conclusions; British oral surgeons are not mentioned at all, which is unfortunate as much recent work in this country (T G Ward on condylotomy, &c.) is not included; Blackwood's excellent work on histology and histopathology is not mentioned.
Bruxism, which is intimately related to temporomandibular joint dysfunction, is given only passing referenceit deserves a chapter. The methods and techniques of bite rehabilitation and occlusal equilibration receive the same cavalier treatment. The 'facial pain' syndrome, a most important part of this problem, is given far from adequate attention.
In short, for the reader who wishes to acquire academic knowledge and to learn differential diagnosis and overall treatment planning and treatment techniques elsewhere, this book is excellent. It can be recommended only to the advanced postgraduate student. The standard of production and illustration are very high and it is an easy book to read. The problems and difficulties associated with the development of the medical department required to deal with the rapid growth of the United States Army and the many theatres of war are outlined in the foreword and dealt with very meticulously throughout the volume, but, of necessity, there is a great deal of repetition.
When it is realized that the United States Army expanded from 200,000 to 8,000,000, one can appreciate the magnificent work of the medical department in keeping up with the demands made upon it. The time before 'Pearl Harbour' gave the authorities some breathing space in preparation and this was well spent.
This volume commences with a description of the medical department as it existed before the war and moves through the emergency period to the outbreak of hostilities following Pearl Harbour. It describes the changes consequent on the placing of the department under the Services of Supplyand the result of theWadham's Committee Investigation carried out at the instigation of the Commanding General of that Service. Every facet of administration is well described; the
